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WUTHERING’S: A SERIOUS COMEDY EPISODE 3

MUSIC: INTRO 1

INTRO VOICE

You’re listening to Wuthering’s: A Serious Comedy,

brought to you by Francis Hardy Productions.

(SOUND + INTRO TO THIS POINT ALWAYS THE SAME)

(ALLY AND GEORGE WITTER, POSSIBLY IN FUNNY VOICES,

AT THE START OF EACH STORY AS OUTSIDE OBSERVERS,

LIKE A MODERN, TWO-PERSON GREEK CHORUS)

MUSIC: INTRO 1 FADE OUT

GEORGE

They can’t be allowed to get away with it.

ALLY

I agree. I can barely sleep with the worry of knowing

that place is still trading. To think that I once

recommended it to my dearest friends! There must be

someone we can report it to. An official body.

GEORGE

I want to report them, but its difficult to name the

misdemeanours of Mr Wuthering and Co. in criminal

terms.

ALLY

Is their kitchen filled with vermin?

GEORGE

Not that we know of.

ALLY

Does their advertising mislead customers?

GEORGE

Not that we know of.

ALLY

Are they operating without insurance?

GEORGE

I don’t think so.

ALLY

So they are not law-breakers yet. But they could be.

From now on, George, we must listen very closely to

these urchins. It may look all cakes and stripy sofas

on the outside, but we know better.
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MUSIC: INTRO 2

GEORGE

I admit that I was once fooled by that innocent front.

As I’ve said before, their rasberry sponge is quite

special. But I don’t think I mentioned their lemon

donuts. There’s quite a range - the Frazzle, the

Snazzle, and the Dazzle. And I think I’ve forgotten

one...what’s it called?

(DIALOGUE AND INTRO 2 FADE OUT)

EMILY

I don’t believe you.

JACK

I’ve honestly never seen her before in my life.

EMILY

The red silk scarf, tied ’just so’ around her neck? You

must recognise it.

JACK

Not in a thousand years.

EMILY

What about the huge, black eyebrows? And the hair - in

rollers?

JACK

Not in a million years.

EMILY

You never saw her on TV?

JACK

Nope.

EMILY

She’s a famous novelist. I should have asked for an

autograph, but I thought it was a dream. Have you ever

had those dreams, where you just wait for events to

carry you forward?

JACK

No.

EMILY

I loved her books so much as a child - I read them and

re-read them...
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JACK

What did she write?

EMILY

...There were collectors’ cards you could collect -

I’ve still got them. They’re in the attic. I made my

parents read the stories to me when I was far too old.

At the age of 9, I wrote a sequel AND a prequel to her

first book. I wonder if I still have the manuscripts...

JACK

Tell me what you’re talking about, before the polar ice

caps melt and we all live on rafts.

EMILY

Barry the Poker Mouse!

JACK

The gambling mouse. It’s just for kids.

EMILY

Adults read them, too. I see you have not yet fallen

under the spell of the Poker Mouse.

(PAUSE)

Did you have a difficult childhood?

JACK

No, I did not. It was even blend of joy and trauma,

just like everyone else.

EMILY

Did you...grow up in a low-income household?

JACK

If I did, I don’t see what it has to with my enthusiasm

for a gambling mouse.

EMILY

There must be a reason you don’t love it.

SOUND: CAFE DOOR BELL

JACK

Good morning, Mr Wuthering.

MR WUTHERING

Morning-mornings.

EMILY

Mr Wuthering, did you know Jack has never heard of

Barry the Poker Mouse?
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JACK

I have heard of it, I just don’t love it.

MR WUTHERING

You’ve never heard of the Poker Mouse? What are they

teaching kids these days?

EMILY

Did you go to a state school?

MR WUTHERING

I’ve half a mind to send you home to read them now.

They’re very educational - Barry goes to casinos in

cities all over the world, and the books show you where

they are on the map.

JACK

The casinos or the cities?

EMILY

The cities - there is an atlas at the back.

MR WUTHERING

I knew where Las Vegas was when I was six.

EMILY

That was the first book in the series.

(IN UNISON)

EMILY

MR WUTHERING

BARRY GOES TO VEGAS!

(THEY LAUGH TOGETHER)

JACK

I know where Las Vegas is.

EMILY

Mr Wuthering, I have brilliant news. Cecily Hampton was

here.

MR WUTHERING

No...

EMILY

In this room.

SOUND: EXCITED SCREAMS
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MR WUTHERING

What did she say?

EMILY

Not a lot...Ordered a latte and a Dazzle donut.

MR WUTHERING

Did she have the red scarf?

EMILY

Saw it with my own eyes.

MR WUTHERING

Was her hair in rollers?

EMILY

Completely.

MR WUTHERING

What if it was just someone who looked like her?

EMILY

It was Cecily. I’m sure of it.

JACK

First name terms, now.

MR WUTHERING

I’ll check the CCTV. I hope it is Cecily. As you know,

I myself travelled the world for 22 years. It wasn’t

always easy - sometimes I felt alone. Sometimes, I was

afraid. In those moments I’d remember that other

globe-trotter, the tiny mouse who was bigger than every

obstacle he faced. Barry inspired me. Although I never

took up poker. Or blackjack.

EMILY

There was a spin-off series.

MR WUTHERING

It didn’t do as well.

EMILY

That doesn’t take away from the others, though.

MUSIC: INTERVAL

MR WUTHERING

The CCTV confirms it - our little cafe is a now popular

haunt of the rich and famous. We are no longer a

scruffy pitstop, Jack, we are first choice. It’s time

to bring our A-game.

(MORE)
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MR WUTHERING (cont’d)
But what is the A-game? And how do we play it? I will

consult with Miss Piratti.

JACK

Where is she at the moment?

MR WUTHERING

I don’t know. I’ll take a look - outside.

SOUND: CAFE DOOR BELL

EMILY

Cecily’s arrival marks a watershed.

JACK

I just can’t feel excited about it.

EMILY

Cecily is amazing, you just don’t know it yet. Jack,

the first thing you should do after work is watch an

interview with Cecily Hampton. Watch - and learn.

MUSIC: INTERVAL

JACK

The internet has made watching video clips easy. Almost

too easy. So I followed Emily’s advice.

SOUND: AUDIENCE APPLAUSE

(THE TV HOST IS AFFABLE - OF THE JONATHAN ROSS

MOULD, RATHER THAN PAXMAN)

TV HOST

Tonight we have a very special guest in the studio.

Please give a very walm welcome to Cecily Hampton!

(CECILY SPEAKS IN A FAUX UPPER-CLASS VOICE)

TV HOST

Thank you for coming on the show.

CECILY

It’s great to be here.

TV HOST

Doing some research for the show, I discovered - or my

minions discovered - that, although your most famous

character is a keen poker player, you yourself have

never played a card game. Not even Snap. Why don’t you

play Snap?
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CECILY

An author relies on their imagination...

TV HOST

Barry the Snapper Mouse? I’ve got that one now, you

can’t have it.

CECILY

You can keep it.

TV HOST

Okay. Now - you have a new book coming out. I’ve read

it and think it is the best in the series so far,

genuinely.

CECILY

Thank you.

TV HOST

But before we talk more about that, there is something

we need to discuss. Those things in your hair.

CECILY

The rollers?

TV HOST

Some people call them curlers, but yes. Why do you wear

them? They haven’t caught on -

SOUND: AUDIENCE LAUGH

- you have not inspired a new fashion trend. You might

even say they look a little silly.

CECILY

At first, I was playing with the idea of

transformation. The possibility that I might take these

rollers out and then suddenly look completely different

- that was fascinating to me.

TV HOST

But you wouldn’t look different. You would look like

you had finished getting dressed.

CECILY

Then - then - it became about challenging preconceived

ideas about a woman’s appearance. If I walk around in

public with rollers in my hair, I’m an eccentric. Even

mad. But if I take them out, and have long, wavy hair,

I’m seductive. What I’m showing is how powerful

out-dated stereotypes still are.
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TV HOST

But, might I suggest, that you have made your point?

CECILY

No, because the point is still not being heard. The

very fact that we’re talking about it now proves that.

All I’m really saying with the rollers is that

stereotypes should be more nuanced.

SOUND: APPROVING APPLAUSE

VOICE: YOU GO, SISTER!

MUSIC: INTERVAL

EMILY

I’ve got a present for you, Jack.

JACK

(READING THE TITLE)

Barry Goes to Monte Carlo.

EMILY

I retrieved it from the bookshelves last night. You’ll

have to give it back at some point.

JACK

So its a present I must give back?

EMILY

And in the same condition it was given to you - its

valuable, both personally and in market terms...Monte

Carlo is very popular. What with the glamorous setting,

the card games, the beautiful women - its been compared

to Casino Royale, only the characters are mice. And it

has nothing to do with British intelligence.

JACK

(UNDER HIS BREATH)

Got that bit right.

(LOUDER)

Thank you, Emily, I look forward to reading it.

MUSIC: INTERVAL

MR WUTHERING

Jack, Emily - I’m just letting you know that the burly

man pacing up and down outside is our new security.

JACK

I’m not sure we have anything to steal.
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MR WUTHERING

It’s for the famous people.

EMILY

Wouldn’t they have their own security?

MR WUTHERING

Then a little more can’t hurt. Better too much safety

than not enough.

JACK

What are his credentials?

MR WUTHERING

He’s 6 foot 1, 20 stone and all his clothes are black.

I didn’t want to ask too many questions. Anyway, he

doesn’t say much. I believe he is what ladies call ’the

strong, silent type’.

JACK

Is it the right look for a cake shop?

MR WUTHERING

Our famous customers will be the judge of that. But he

is only part-time - security is more expensive than I

thought.

MUSIC: INTERVAL

JACK

I read Barry Goes to Monte Carlo and thought it was

tosh. But a few days later, I was still thinking about

it. Something about it bothered me. Since my

investigation into Miss Piratti, I’d become an absolute

whizz at online research. I decided to put these skills

to good use in The Case of Cecily Hampton.

She had been widowed four times. One husband died in a

boating accident, one of kidney failure, one of a

diabetes-related condition, her last husband’s cause of

death was ’unknown’. Her fifth and current husband was

89 years of age, to her 63.

In 2012 Hampton was named as being involved in schemes

described by Her Majesty’s Revenue & Customs as

’aggressive tax avoidance’.

And despite the hype, sales of Barry the Poker Mouse

have never been spectacular. It seemed to be one of

those books everyone claims to have read. It was,

however, popular with conspiracy theorists, who

supposed the series was in fact written by a former

Cabinet minister, and could be mined for ’hidden

messages’.
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As to which minister, and what messages, opinions

varied.

I decided to keep these delightful facts to myself.

MUSIC: INTERVAL

MR WUTHERING

Where are you, Miss Piratti?

She appears and disappears, just as she did on that

first day in the graveyard. But we’ve got a contract

now.

When she said she didn’t use a phone, I didn’t worry.

It was hardly the strangest thing about her. But after

signing on the dotted line, I discovered the email

address I was given didn’t work.

My business partner is as remote as the moons of Mars.

I had been abroad for many years. When I came back, I

noticed graveyards were popular with city folk; they

went at lunchtime and ate sandwiches in front of the

headstones. I decided to do the same.

Many afternoons were spent this way, each as ordinary

and forgettable as the last. But one day was different.

MUSIC: ’GRAVEYARD SHIFT’

The sunshine I had sought out and felt on my clothes

had - it seemed - run away.

I stood up, as if I would look for it. Instead, I

watched a thick fog roll through the cemetery, cloaking

everything in its path. I could no longer see the

footpath that led to my seat, or hear traffic beyond

the gates. The heart of the city was suddenly still,

damp and cold.

SOUND: CLANKING CHAINS (SOFT)

The clanking of chains seemed to be getting closer.

SOUND: CLANKING CHAINS (SOFT) - STOP

I looked up and saw a tall, unblinking figure, wrapped

in rich materials like I’d never seen. She was large,

but very thin - barely more than a skeleton. Her round

black eyes stared at me, and a pale arm reached

forward. It moved slowly, as if underwater. But I was

not afraid.

MUSIC: ’GRAVEYARD SHIFT’ - STOPS

I asked her a few questions. She chose her words

carefully...there might be wisdom in them, I thought.

(MORE)
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MR WUTHERING (cont’d)
She gave me a card and suggested I visit her website. I

said I would.

But where was she now? Miss Piratti - send me a sign.

MUSIC: INTERVAL

JACK

Emily, would you be -

EMILY

- Shhh.

JACK

I was just going to say that -

EMILY

- Shhhhhhh.

JACK

(WHISPER)

Why the reverential silence?

EMILY

(WHISPER)

Look who is sitting in the corner. It’s Cecily Hampton.

JACK

(WHISPER)

But why the silence?

EMILY

(WHISPER)

I saw her take out a notebook...She is writing. I don’t

want to disrupt the creative process.

JACK

It could be a shopping list.

EMILY

(WHISPER)

Did you read Barry Goes to Monte Carlo?

JACK

(WHISPER)

No.

EMILY

(WHISPER)

What is wrong with you?
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JACK

(WHISPER)

I’m not seven.

SOUND: CLANKING CHAINS (SOFT)

MR WUTHERING

What’s that sound?

(THEY LISTEN)

JACK

I can’t hear anything.

SOUND: CLANKING CHAINS (LOUDER)

EMILY

It sounds like Miss Piratti. Mr Wuthering! Mr

Wuthering!

MR WUTHERING

I’m in the store-room.

EMILY

I think its Miss -

SOUND: SPOOKY MUSIC

MR WUTHERING

Good to see you! I’ve been trying to get in touch for

ages. We have a lot to talk about. No, this way, please

- oh no. Not the customers.

JACK

She’s going over to Cecily.

EMILY

It’s more than she’s gliding over. Always so elegant.

MISS PIRATTI

(TO CECILY)

Are you Cecily Hampton?

CECILY

I am.

MISS PIRATTI

Your hair is ridiculous...

CECILY

Excuse me?



13.

MISS PIRATTI

Your books are humdrum...

CECILY

I can assure you, they are very popular.

EMILY

Two heroines are fighting. Which side do I take?!

MR WUTHERING

I’m having a nightmare...That’s all this is.

MISS PIRATTI

You don’t pay your taxes...

CECILY

Those are legitimate schemes!

MISS PIRATTI

And you killed your last four husbands!

CECILY

How dare you! They all had weak hearts. And as for you

lot -

JACK

She’s looking at us.

CECILY

Do you normally allow a deranged, six foot skeleton to

skate around, making terrible accusations?

MR WUTHERING

I can honestly say this has never happened before.

CECILY

And it will never happen again.

(PAUSE)

This door - its locked! I’m trapped! Let me out! Let me

out.

JACK

You need to push it.

SOUND: CAFE DOOR BELL - OPEN

CECILY

If that is customer service...

SOUND: CAFE DOOR BELL - CLOSE
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JACK

We’ve never had loyalty cards. Why not? Serious

question.

MR WUTHERING

Miss Piratti, we need to talk. No - no -

MUSIC: SPOOKY MUSIC

JACK

She’s going.

EMILY

She’s gone.

MR WUTHERING

Never trust anyone you meet in a graveyard.

EMILY

Miss Piratti has made some bold claims. But what if

they’re true? Wouldn’t it be better to know?

MR WUTHERING

And what if they’re not true?

JACK

I know Cecily Hampton avoids paying tax. I don’t know

if she kills.

EMILY

She really doesn’t pay her taxes? I will never read her

books again.

MUSIC: SWING JAZZ (FATS WALLER)

INTRO VOICE

You’ve been listening to Wuthering’s: A Serious Comedy.

Jack Hatton was played by Luke de Belder, Emily Richpin

by Hannah Siden, and Mr Wuthering by Kit Smith. It was

written by SG Byron and brought to you by Francis Hardy

Productions. If you enjoyed it, please subscribe and

follow us on Twitter @spokenstory.


