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WUTHERING’S: A SERIOUS COMEDY EPISODE 1

MUSIC: INTRO 1

INTRO VOICE

You’re listening to Wuthering’s: A Serious Comedy,

brought to you by Francis Hardy Productions.

(SOUND + INTRO TO THIS POINT ALWAYS THE SAME)

(ALLY AND GEORGE WITTER, POSSIBLY IN FUNNY VOICES,

AT THE START OF EACH STORY AS OUTSIDE OBSERVERS,

LIKE A MODERN, TWO-PERSON GREEK CHORUS)

MUSIC: INTRO 1 FADE OUT

GEORGE

Who or what is Wuthering’s?

ALLY

It’s a cake shop in St Paul’s.

GEORGE

Wuthering’s...Is that the one with the blue and white

striped sofas?

ALLY

That’s right.

MUSIC: INTRO 2

GEORGE

I know it. Their cakes are tremendous. The rasberry

sponge is quite something. And everything has a

mismatched, second-hand look - it’s wonderful. They do

a very special English tea, served steamin’ hot...

(DIALOGUE AND INTRO 2 FADE OUT)

EMILY

Jack, would I be able to leave at precisely five

thirty?

JACK

It should not be a problem.

EMILY

I don’t want to be late for cello class. I’m a student

of the most respected cellists working today.

JACK

How long have you been learning for?
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EMILY

Only five years. But I was already a proficient

violinist, pianist and mezzo-soprano.

JACK

Can I ask why you decided to work with cakes?

EMILY

Can’t say I’m very interested in cakes. They’re bad for

you.

JACK

Are they?

EMILY

My parents were keen that I visit the -

(AS IF SAYING A NEW AND UNFAMILIAR WORD)

- ’real’ world. Mummy thought it might be here. And so

it is, in all its hideous misery.

Look outside - at all those poor, lost souls. They are

clearly suffering. Just trying to survive their

dreadful lives.

JACK

They’re just...walking.

EMILY

You’ve become desensitised. But I am a newcomer in

these foreign lands - that’s why I can see it. If only

there was some way of helping them. But there isn’t.

(ABRUPTLY)

How long have you been here?

JACK

How long have I been suffering? Six months - since the

shop opened.

EMILY

And what did Mr Wuthering do before this? An internet

search drew a blank.

JACK

He left the country in 1997, and only returned last

year. He was travelling the world - backpacking.

EMILY

Backpacks are bad for you.

JACK

Are they?
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EMILY

They cause back pain. And it must have slowed him down

awfully, that he took 22 years.

Do you see that desperate-looking man - staring in the

window? Maybe he is hungry. He’s staring at us -

JACK

That’s because you’re staring at him -

EMILY

This is like being at the zoo.

JACK

Then stop staring at him -

EMILY

I broke eye contact two seconds ago.

JACK

That’s Mr Wuthering by the way.

SOUND: CAFE FRONT DOOR BELL

JACK

Good morning, Mr Wuthering.

EMILY

Good morning.

MR WUTHERING

Morning-mornings. And you must be Emily Richpin -

pleased to meet you. Of course, we should have met at

your interview.

EMILY

There was a train strike.

MR WUTHERING

That’s right. I hope Jack didn’t prove too inept in my

absence.

EMILY

Not at all.

MR WUTHERING

Good-good. Now I’ll be in my office - and I’m not to be

disturbed. I’m thrashing out a deal which is going to

change all our lives!

SOUND: DOOR SLAMS
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EMILY

Us looking out. People looking in. New and unfamiliar

things at every turn. It is a great big adventure.

JACK

It is your first day.

EMILY

I am braced for battle with the ’real’ world. My

weapons of choice? Philosophy, culture and music . This

is the start of something. I can feel it.

JACK

I’ve got to go to the bank and get cash for the tills.

We have the Bank Holiday weekend to get through.

SOUND: TRAFFIC AND BUSTLE

JACK

(VOICEOVER)

(MIMICKING)

’My weapons of choice...Philosophy, culture and

music...’

Snobbery never dies out; it’s a monster that changes

shape to stay alive. Emily Richpin is this monster. But

she’s not a scary monster...just...absurd.

I feel like I’m forgetting something. Of course - it’s

my aunt’s birthday next week. I need to get her a

present. That shop window looks smart...I’ll just nip

in...

SOUND: TRAFFIC AND BUSTLE - CUT

JACK

Which scarf? The flowers are elegant, the polka dot

stylish...Don’t make a mistake, Jack. Oh - they do

cards, too...

SOUND: TICK TOCK TICK TOCK

JACK

Nice thick paper - fine quality - but quite a

sentimental message. I prefer to write my own. What

about...? There’s more over here -

SOUND: TICK TOCK TICK TOCK

JACK

I don’t think I have any wrapping paper left at home.

Let’s see what they have...That one is nice, but paper

shouldn’t look more expensive than the gift...
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SOUND: TICK TOCK TICK TOCK

JACK

This will have to do. And then to the queue - How many

people?! Don’t worry, I’ll still get to the bank. Why

is that one at the front dithering? Oh no. It’s a

refund. Hurry up, you old bag!

SOUND: TRAFFIC AND BUSTLE

SOUND: FOOTSTEPS RUNNING/ENERGETIC MUSIC

JACK

Out of my way! I will make it. Quick, light

feet...Deep, regular breathing. Keep the shoulders

relaxed. The legs should turn - like you are cycling.

I’ll make it, I will!

SOUND: A CAR HORN BLARES

JACK

(SHOUTING)

Cars give way to humans, alright?!

MUSIC: INTERVAL

JACK

Mr Wuthering -

MR WUTHERING

What did I say about being disturbed?

JACK

Mr Wuthering -

MR WUTHERING

- this deal is important -

JACK

- there was a problem at the bank.

MR WUTHERING

What sort of problem?

JACK

It was closed when I got there. I think they went home

early.

MR WUTHERING

Why would they do that?
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JACK

Maybe they went shopping - I don’t know! Lazy. Not up

to the job. It means we have no cash over the Bank

Holiday.

MR WUTHERING

Tell customers that payment is card-only.

JACK

Will do.

MR WUTHERING

While you’re here - how do you like my new

advertisement?

JACK

What advertisement?

MR WUTHERING

Get yourself to a radio.

MUSIC: INTERVAL

JACK

A radio. I knew they could be found in cars but I

didn’t drive, and never used taxis. The Army still use

radios - would they be able to help? Then I remembered

there was a setting on my phone...

VOICE: ’AD’ VOICE + BACKGROUND MUSIC (21 SEC) - COULD DO

MOONLIGHT SONATA FOR INCONGRUITY, LAST BIT

At Wuthering’s Cake Shop, we do not care. We don’t care

about the latest in healthy eating, or your bendy yoga

moves. We don’t care about your carbs, or your

heartbeat, and all the ways you’re trying to live

longer.

Visit Wuthering’s and prepare to LET GO - with a range

of delicious teas and cakes freshly made yesterday. You

don’t know what’s in them, and - like us - you do not

care.

Wuthering’s Cake Shop: Nearest Tube: St Paul’s

Underground.

JACK

(IMPRESSED)

Nice.

MUSIC: INTERVAL

SOUND: CAFE FRONT DOOR BELL
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EMILY

Don’t you think Beethoven was a bit sombre for the ad?

JACK

Not at all. Shows we’re classy. Good morning, can I

help you?

VOICE: CUSTOMER (LUGUBRIOUS)

What is the difference between the Frazzle and the

Snazzle lemon donuts? They look the same.

JACK

It is all in the intensity of the lemon. The Frazzle is

more lemon than the Snazzle. I might also point you to

the Dazzle, which more lemon than the Frazzle. We also

have the Razzle - that is more lemon than the Snazzle.

(LONG SILENCE)

VOICE: CUSTOMER (LUGUBRIOUS)

I’ll ’ave a Frazzle. With a black coffee.

JACK

Certainly.

EMILY

That is five pound twenty, please. And you’re paying by

card?

VOICE: CUSTOMER (LUGUBRIOUS)

Yes...Although there is nothing on the screen.

JACK

Just give it a moment. That was a moment - sometimes it

needs a -

SOUND: BANGING OF UNIT ON COUNTER

EMILY

It’s still not working.

VOICE: CUSTOMER (LUGUBRIOUS)

Can I pay by cash instead?

JACK

We can’t take cash presently. We’ll just have to - I’m

very sorry about this...it is on the house.

VOICE: CUSTOMER (LUGUBRIOUS)

Marvellous.

JACK

If you’d like to take a seat, we’ll bring it to you.

VOICE: CUSTOMER (LUGUBRIOUS)
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Your sofas are striped. Do you have any that are not?

JACK

I’m afraid not.

VOICE: CUSTOMER (LUGUBRIOUS)

Are you sure? You don’t have any out the back?

JACK

If the sofas are not to your liking, we do have chairs.

VOICE: CUSTOMER (LUGUBRIOUS)

I suppose a chair will have to do. It’s just that I

find striped sofas...troubling. My aunt had a striped

three-piece suite. She died many years ago.

JACK

Would you like a knife and fork with your dessert?

VOICE: CUSTOMER (LUGUBRIOUS)

She had heart trouble. A knife, please.

EMILY

(QUIETLY)

Are customers always so strange?

MUSIC: INTERVAL

JACK

Emily, there’s a problem with the network - it will be

down all day.

EMILY

So we can’t take payments at all? You’ll have to close

the shop.

JACK

No - we stay open. Both of us must go on, bravely

serving tea, whatever the obstacles. No money? No

problem.

EMILY

(TO HERSELF)

I am in control of my fate. I am in control of my fate

- I am in control of my fate -

(LOUDER)

As master of my destiny, I choose my challenges. And

this will not be one of them.

JACK

We can’t let the British public down.

We will show them what’s possible. Besides, this is

bigger than you. It’s bigger than me. We’re standing at

(MORE)
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JACK (cont’d)
the gates of a revolution. In this small space is the

dawn of a Utopia - a world without money.

EMILY

(APPALLED)

A world without money?

SOUND: HORROR/DRAMATIC (OPENING BARS SYMPHONY NO.5?)

EMILY

What will Mr Wuthering have to say about this?

JACK

Nothing - he’s made it clear he is not to be disturbed.

And in his absence, I have command. Emily, this is an

opportunity - to show that an alternative way of life

can exist, that we can live with kindness, generosity -

and sharing.

EMILY

Sharing?!

SOUND: HORROR/DRAMATIC - FURTHER

EMILY

I’m not going to be part of this travesty - it’s

virtually a crime. Mummy and Daddy will be shocked when

I tell them. Goodbye, Jack Hatton. And good luck!

SOUND: CAFE FRONT DOOR BELL

SOUND: CAFE FRONT DOOR BELL (AGAIN)

JACK

Emily! You’ve changed your mind?

EMILY

I wish this door slammed.

SOUND: CAFE FRONT DOOR BELL

JACK

The good news: I was building Utopia. More good news: I

had sparred with Emily, and come out victorious. The

bad news: I was now working alone on a Bank Holiday

weekend.

MUSIC: JAZZ DRUM LOOP: LOUDER (DIMMED UNDER DIALOGUE)
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CUSTOMER 1

I’m ready to pay...?

JACK

The coffee is free.

CUSTOMER 1

Free? It’s going to be a good day.

MUSIC: JAZZ DRUM LOOP: LOUDER (DIMMED UNDER DIALOGUE)

JACK

There is no charge.

CUSTOMER 2

Wow! Thank you.

MUSIC: JAZZ DRUM LOOP: LOUDER (DIMMED UNDER DIALOGUE)

JACK

Yes, the coffee is free.

CUSTOMER 3

(HYSTERICAL)

Why? WHY?

CUSTOMER 4

There’s a catch, there has to be. It’s a trap!

MUSIC: JAZZ DRUM LOOP: LOUDER (DIMMED UNDER DIALOGUE)

JACK

There is nothing to pay.

CUSTOMER 4

(UNHINGED LAUGHTER)

MUSIC: JAZZ DRUM LOOP: FADE OUT

JACK

(VOICEOVER)

It took a while to adjust to this new world - probably

half a day. But what is a few hours against hundreds of

years of capitalism?

There was something else I had to get used to: after a

lifetime of obscurity, I was suddenly in the eye of the

storm. I couldn’t help thinking what it might mean for

the future.

Would I become President? I preferred that to ’Prime

Minister’. And if I was President, what mode of

transport would I use? In this new fairer society,

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)
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JACK (cont’d)
would it be right to drive a Bentley - when I didn’t

have a license?

But I was too busy to concentrate on these important

questions. As word spread, crowds began to gather...

SOUND: CAFE NOISE AND BUSTLE

JACK

Mr Wuthering! Mr Wuthering! I could do with some help.

MR WUTHERING

I told you - I’m working on a deal.

JACK

You might want to come out front and take a look at

this...

MR WUTHERING

This better be worth my while...

Jack, I’ve never seen so many people in here. This is

amazing! The radio advertisement really worked.

JACK

There is one small detail you should know -

MR WUTHERING

This is what my new business partner has to see.

JACK

You have a new business partner?

MR WUTHERING

Not exactly. Not yet. But they are very interested -

this is the deal I’ve been on about. If she sees the

shop bustling like this - it will get her over the

line. And we’re talking a substantial investment, Jack.

Do not move - and don’t let these customers leave!

SOUND: CAFE FRONT DOOR BELL

JACK

(LOUD)

Nobody move!

SOUND: CAFE NOISE AND BUSTLE - SUDDENLY STOPS

Just kidding.

(MISCHIEVOUS LAUGH)

SOUND: CAFE NOISE AND BUSTLE - RESUMES

MUSIC: INTERVAL

(CONTINUED)
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JACK

(VOICEOVER)

Who was this new business partner? I couldn’t see how

they fit into the revolution - we had no use for

investors. Then I hit upon the obvious problem - while

I had plans to drive a Bentley, Mr Wuthering probably

did, as well. He just had a different way of getting

there. And there wasn’t room for two.

Having flown so near to glory, only to retreat from it,

I took refuge in trivia - what did this new business

partner look like? What was their name? What car did

they drive? Or did they go by bus? But the wildest

speculation could not have prepared me for the sight of

- Miss Piratti.

SOUND: CAFE NOISE AND BUSTLE

SOUND: CAFE FRONT DOOR BELL

MR WUTHERING

Well, Miss Piratti, this is it. You can see what an

impact just one radio campaign has had. Imagine if we

run more...?

(MISS PIRATTI ALWAYS HAS A SPOOKY, ECHO-EY VOICE)

SOUND: CAFE NOISE AND BUSTLE FADES OUT

SOUND: CLANKING CHAINS

SOUND: SPOOKY MUSIC

MISS PIRATTI

Charming. Quite charming.

MR WUTHERING

And this is Jack Hatton. Jack - Miss Piratti.

JACK

Pleased to meet you, Miss Piratti.

SOUND: SPOOKY MUSIC

MISS PIRATTI

Jack Hatton.

MR WUTHERING

If you’d like to come this way...

SOUND: SPOOKY MUSIC

SOUND: CLANKING CHAINS

(CONTINUED)
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MUSIC: INTERVAL

JACK

Mr Wuthering? Do you have a moment?

MR WUTHERING

I have one moment.

JACK

Your new business partner -

MR WUTHERING

Nothing’s been signed yet.

JACK

But supposing it is...Does she strike you as unusual in

any way?

MR WUTHERING

Unusually talented and enterprising, I’ll say that.

JACK

She’s very tall...Do you know how tall? If I had to

guess, I’d say - six foot six...

MR WUTHERING

There are plenty of tall people in the world.

JACK

The clanking chains...I’ve never heard anything like

it.

MR WUTHERING

Your ’clanking chain’ is her pretty bracelet. I don’t

pretend to understand lady’s fashion.

JACK

Her eyes don’t seem to blink. And she looks so pale. Mr

Wuthering, have you seen her eat food? Or drink water?

Have you ever seen her feet?

MR WUTHERING

Jack Hatton, do you have a point to make?

JACK

No, I...

MR WUTHERING

Don’t look a gift horse in the mouth, Jack. That’s my

advice.

MUSIC: INTERVAL

(CONTINUED)
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JACK

I left the shop more confused than ever. What was a

’gift horse’? And what did it have to do with spooky

Miss Piratti?

MUSIC: SWING JAZZ (FATS WALLER)

INTRO VOICE

You’ve been listening to Wuthering’s: A Serious Comedy.

Jack Hatton was played by XX, Emily Richpin by YY, Mr

Wuthering by XX and Miss Piratti by YY. It was written

by SG Byron and brought to you by Francis Hardy

Productions. If you enjoyed it, please subscribe and

follow us on Twitter @spokenstory.


